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Certain it is that he who strives to realize the Self will have
everything else given to him.
Many people put on woollen clothes all through the year.
Though it is true that they are non-conductors, it will be better
not to use them in summer, for one may otherwise grow a little
too soft in body. Instead of trying to maintain the body at an even
temperature, we should train it to stand both cold and heat.
God exists, and yet does not. He does not, in any literal
sense. The atman that has attained moksha is God and therefore
omniscient. The true meaning of bhakti1 is search for the atman.
When the atman realizes itself, bhakti is transformed into jnana.
Narsimha [Mehta]2 and others gave themselves to such devo-
ted search of the atman.
Krishna, Rama and others were divine incarnations, but we,
too, can be like them when immense punja3 has accrued to us.
The atmans about to attain moksha are so many divine incarnations.
We need not believe in their perfection while yet alive.
It is difficult to say who was the greatest among Krishna,
Rama, the Buddha, Jesus, etc. Their achievements differed, be-
cause they lived in different times and under different circum-
stances. In point of character alone, possibly the Buddha was the
greatest. But who can say? They have been described by their
devotees according to their own inclinations. Vaishnavas attribute
perfection to Krishna. One has to, of course. Otherwise single-
minded bhakti would be impossible. Christians do the same to
Jesus. In India, Krishna being the last [of the incarnations], his
figure is invested with especial greatness.
Those who deny the existence of God will end up on the
wrong path, for they will be obliged to deny the existence of the
atman. Avatar is, and will always remain, a necessity. It is only
when people are in utter despair and immorality is widespread
that a belief in avatar comes to prevail. A small number following
normal morality in the midst of a wicked majority looks for sup-
port. In a situation of this kind, a man of great moral strength
who has no fear of the wicked but of whom the wicked stand in
fear, is looked upon as an avatar after his death, or even during his
life-time. It is not probable, in most cases, that such a person re-
gards himself as an avatar right from the beginning.
1	Devotion
2	Poet-saint of Gujarat
3	Accumulated merit

